
Holiday Escape Rooms
Calling all reindeer!  Come and help Santa locate the 
missing items which he desperately needs to go on 
his important evening mission.  Create a team and 
join in the rescue effort!  Seward Memorial Library will 
host a “Very Merry Christmas Caper” family escape 
room during December 28 through January 5.  The 
library is offering the adventure at a variety of times 

to accommodate schedules during the holidays.  
Visit the library or call 402-643-3318 to reserve 
a slot.  Team times will be posted along with 

photos of those who are able to solve 
Santa’s problem.
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Come to the Mid-Week Movies
Get out of the cold and enjoy a newly released 
DVD in the warmth and comfort of the lower level 
conference room at Seward Memorial Library. 
Take a trip to Downton Abbey in 1927 and join the 
excitement and intrigue as the Crawley 
family prepares to welcome the King 
and Queen on Thursday, January 2 at 
1:15 p.m.  On Wednesday, January 
15 enjoy the gripping and 
emotional story of superstar 
Judy Garland in “Judy.” 
Come at 1:15 p.m. and 
travel with her to London 
for her song-filled tour.

A Division of Swank Motion Pictures, Inc. • Tim Swank, President
Movie Licensing USA

Library Celebrates New Year at Noon
If your children are too young to welcome 2020 
at midnight, the library invites you to come to 
the Noon Year’s Eve Family Party on Tuesday, 
Dec. 31 at 11 a.m.  The one-hour celebration 

includes activities, crafts, 
stories and snacks.  Join in 

the countdown for the 
library’s arrival of noon!  
There will be a big 
surprise when the clock 
strikes 12! Everyone will 

take home memories of 
greeting a new year in the 

library!  Pre-registration is 
required and can be done by 

stopping in the library or calling 402-643-3318. 
Children who have not yet attended school need 
to be accompanied by an adult.

DATES TO REMEMBER
The library will close early at 12:00 p.m. 
on Tuesday, December 24 and be closed 
Wednesday, December 25 to observe the 
Christmas holiday.

The library will close early at 4 p.m. on 
Tuesday, December 31 and be closed 
Wednesday, January 1 to observe the 
New Year’s Day holiday.

The library will be closed on Monday, 
January 20 to observe Martin Luther King 
Jr.’s birthday.
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Adopt a Shelf 
The library staff is offering community groups an 
opportunity to serve the library on a continuous 
basis by “adopting a shelf.”  Organizations are 
encouraged to discuss what area they would like to 
adopt and schedule members to come regularly to 
maintain it.  Shelves can be dusted and straightened.  
Book recommendations can be made and input will 
be welcomed.  Those responsible for a shelf or topic 
area will be recognized.  Please consider making 
this a new year’s resolution that will benefit many 
patrons.  For questions and more details or to claim 
a shelf, call the library at 402-643-3318. 

Changes on Our Catalog
When you enter the online catalog at Seward 
Memorial Library you will discover a new feature 
which the library recently added.  After looking at 
the title, author and location information you can 
discover additional information when you scroll 
down to the new category: EXTRA DATA.  Located 
there is biographical information about the author 
and reader’s reviews as well as professional reviews.  
There are recommended titles 
which are similar to the 
title on the screen.  Tags 
describe the genre of 
the book.  If you want 
the book in a different 
format you can find 
out what is available.  
AND if you really want 
a sneak preview of the 
beginning of the story, 
the first page is printed out 
for yowu. Take a few minutes to 
play with some of your favorite titles or authors and 
discover extra knowledge at your fingertips.

Dance in Library
Don’t feel guilty about all of the holiday treats 
which you have recently enjoyed.  Seward Memorial 
Library is offering a solution for the extra calories. 
Come to the library in comfortable shoes and 
clothes for “Line Dancing” on Saturday mornings.  
Anuhea Corbin from Hawaii will provide an 
introductory bonus Saturday on January 11.  At 
10 a.m. she will demonstrate and lead the class in 
Hawaiian Hula Dancing.  Dr. Eunice Goldrabe, who 
taught folk dancing for many years at Concordia 
University, will provide instruction in line dancing 
and folk dancing beginning January 18 and ending 
February 15.  Each week will feature different songs 
and movements for one hour, so if you cannot 
attend all of the weeks you can jump right back 
in.  Reserve your spot by stopping in the library or 

calling 402-643-3318.

Tech Tuesdays
Do you have questions or problems 
with one of your old or newly acquired 
devices?  Spend some time with Olivia 

on Tech Tuesdays to get your questions 
answered one-on-one. Come see Olivia 

with your tech questions Tuesday afternoons 
from 2:00 - 3:30 p.m.. She will also be available to 
help you on Tuesday evenings from 6:30 -7:45 p.m. 
except for on the first Tuesday each month. Bring 
your device and concerns and leave with more 
understanding and solutions. Tech Tuesdays will 
replace technology classes which have been offered 
in the past, in hopes that this is more useful.

Scrapbook and Hobby Day
The winter months are a great time to tackle scrap-
booking projects or indulge in hobbies such as 
knitting, crocheting and other handiwork.  Seward 
Memorial Library will provide you with a quiet 
space to spread out your craft and not be disturbed 
for several hours.  The 4th Saturday of each month 
the doors to the lower level conference room will 
be open from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for you to start 
or complete projects with other crafters.  The first 
come and go Hobby Day in 2020 will be on Sat-
urday, January 25.  Please contact the library by 
calling 402-643-3318 or visiting the library website 
if you plan to come.

Meeting Room Changes
During December the Seward Library Board met and 
made some policy changes regarding room reser-
vations.  Groups may now use library rooms 2 times 
a month or 4 times in two months.  If a group has 
reached this goal they may still reserve a room but 
only one week before the event.  These changes are 
posted on the library website for future reference.



New York Times Best Sellers 
Monday, January 13         
at 7:00 pm
Nothing Ventured
by Jeffrey Archer

Read & Review (R&R)
Thursday, January 9
at 10:00 am

Pour a cup of coffee and share what you have 
been reading during the past month. This club 
is a relaxing hour to enjoy conversation with no 
assigned readings!

If any of these selections interest you, or if you 
would like to visit or join a club, please call the 
library at 402-643-3318.

Midday Mysteries
Tuesday, January 21
at 12:00 pm
The Litigators
by John Grisham

Random Reads 
Monday, December 30 
(special date)
at 12:00 pm
Almost Sisters
by Joshilyn Jackson
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2020 Spring Programs for Children Begin 
in January
Spring programs at Seward Memorial Library begin 
the week of January 27 and run for 10 weeks.  After 
school programs for children in grades K-8 which 
started last fall will continue.  Spaces are available 
for new participants, so visit the library website to 
register.  Any child who has turned three and not 
yet attended school is welcome to join Story Time 
groups.  A few openings are available.  Registration 
for Story Time can be done online by visiting 
www.sewardlibrary.org.

If weather conditions cause the Seward Public 
Schools to close there will be no children’s programs 
at the library.

Light the Library Update
Despite wintry conditions over 30 people sipped tea 
from china cups and sampled gourmet sandwiches 
and sweet treats on Sunday, Decem-
ber 15 during the Holiday Tea.  The 
library thanks all the people who 
have donated to the “Light the 
Library” campaign and appre-
ciates everyone who was able 
to attend the recognition tea.  
We are approaching the $7,000 
mark and are on our way to the 
$10,000 goal.  Year-end donations to 
the Seward Library Foundation are more 
than welcome.  The library anticipates 
being part of the downtown silhouette 
during the July 4th celebration.  Thank 
you for making us shine!

Bonus Holiday Movies
Seward Memorial Library is offering families 
an opportunity to see two newly released 
movies on DVD. Come on Saturday, 
December 28 and watch the new 
adventures of Woody and his friends in 
Disney’s “Toy Story 4.” For more thrills 
and excitement watch the amazing 
“Spider-Man: Far from Home” 
on Friday, January 3.  The bonus 
movies begin at 1:15 p.m.  Get the 
kids out of the house and relax with 
free entertainment in the library.

STAY CONNECTED WITH US 
ON SOCIAL MEDIA



The Country 
Guesthouse

by Robyn Carr

All the Ways We Said 
Goodbye

 by Beatriz Williams, 
Lauren Willig, and 

Karen White

Big Lies in a 
Small Town

by Diane Chamberlain

Fatal Roots
by Sheila Connolly

Dear Edward
by Ann Napolitano

Followers
by Megan Angelo

Heart of Black Ice
by Terry Goodkind

Lady Clementine
by Marie Benedict

Mr. Nobody 
 by Catherine 

Steadman

FICTION BOOKS COMING SOON 

American Dirt 
by Jeanine Cummins

Almost Just Friends
by Jill Shalvis

Hi Five
by Joe Ide

Hindsight
by Iris & Roy 

Johansen 

House on Fire
by Joseph Finder

 

Into the FIre
by Gregg Hurwitz

The Janes
by B.M. Hardin

Hunter Killer
by Brad Taylor

Hitting a Straight Lick 
with a Crooked Stick

by Zora Neale Hurston

Moral Compass
by Danielle Steel

No Fixed Line
by Dana Stabenow
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Boys & Sex
by Peggy Orenstein

Brain Wash
by David Perlmutter, 

M.D. and Austin 
Perlmutter, M.D.

Elemental Knits
by Courtney 
Spainhower

From Freezer 
to Cooker

by Polly Conner & 
Rachel Tiemeyer

Failure to Launch
by Mark 

McConville, Ph.D.

Fight of the Century
 by Michael 

Chabon & Ayelet 
Waldman

Father of Lions
by Louise Callaghan

Harvest the Vote
by Jane Kleeb

Kill Reply All
by Victoria Turk

Martha Stewart’s 
Organizing

by Martha Stewart

The Power of Showing Up
by Daniel J. Siegel, M.D., 
and Tina Payne Bryson, 

Ph.D. 

Memory Craft
by Lynne Kelly

Running Against 
the Devil 

by Rick Wilson

Sam
by Jonathan 

Waldman

A Song For You 
by Robyn Crawford

Tightrope
by Nicholas D. 

Kristof and Sheryl 
WuDunn

A Very Stable 
Genius 

 by Philip Rucker 
and Carol Leonnig

The Third Rainbow Girl
by Emma Copley 

Eisenberg

Why We Can’t Sleep
by Ada Calhoun

You’re Not Listening
by Kate Murphy

NON-FICTION BOOKS COMING SOON 
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