
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

WE HAVE A MEANINGFUL MESSAGE TO SHARE 

Third Sunday of Easter 
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GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  | Seward, Nebraska 
April 14, 2024 

SERIES THEME: RESURRECTION REALITY 

St. Paul writes, “Christ has indeed been raised from the dead” (1 Corinthians 15:20). Big word: 

Indeed! Paul is stressing that we must not think of Jesus’ resurrection like a happy ending to 

another epic fable. The resurrection is not legend. It really happened. Easter is not just a holiday. 

Easter is history. On time’s infinite line, Jesus’ resurrection is the punctiliar moment that defines 

reality for us all. If Christ remained dead, he is a fraud and failure. But Christ has indeed been 

raised. So, the reality: Jesus is exactly what he claimed to be—the Son of God, our Lord and 

Savior. If Christ remained dead, then the grave is the final, ugly, rotten end of us all. But Christ has 

indeed been raised. So, the reality is Jesus’ resurrection proves that “all will be made alive” (1 

Corinthians 15:22). The reality of the resurrection does not just change our future, but the way we 

look at life now. The greatest theologian of the early church, Augustine, called the season of 

Easter “a joyful week of weeks”—seven wonderful weeks, each seven glorious days long. In this 

glorious season, let us meditate upon the breath-taking implications of the resurrection reality. 

THEME OF THE DAY: WE HAVE A MEANINGFUL MESSAGE TO SHARE 

A platitude is a statement aimed at helping sooth some sort of emotional unease. “What doesn’t 

kill you makes you stronger.” Or “Life is a mystery.” Or “Good things come to those who wait.” 

While platitudes may be well-intentioned, at best they come off as trite. And since platitudes 

provide no real help, they can actually make a situation worse. Tell the one whose heart is 

shattering, “Life is a mystery.” They won’t appreciate your platitude or you. The resurrection gives 

believers the ability to offer more than platitudes. We have a meaningful message to share—of 

repentance, of forgiveness, of peace, of power. The reality is we have something important to say 

to every single person that God brings into our sphere of influence. And our risen Savior gives us 

the courage and power to share that meaningful message. 

Worship Leader Pastor Justin Wilkens 

Organist/Pianist Cori Humann 
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The Service, Setting Two (page 172 in Christian Worship 21)  

Hymn: 455 Alleluia! Jesus Lives 

Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession CW 172 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy CW 213 

Hear my voice when I call, O Lord; be merciful and answer me. 

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
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Glory Be to God on High CW 157 
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THE WORD 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

O God, by the humiliation of your Son, you lifted up this fallen world from the despair of 

death. By his resurrection to life, grant your faithful people gladness of heart and the hope of 

eternal joys; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

First Reading Acts 3:11–20 

Peter healed a crippled beggar, drawing a large crowd. Peter used this opportunity to share a 

meaningful message about the one the people of Jerusalem asked Pilate to crucify. 

Peter Speaks to the Onlookers 
11 While the man held on to Peter and John, all the people came running toward them in utter 

amazement in the area called Solomon’s Colonnade. 
12 When Peter saw this, he addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why are you amazed at this? Why 

are you staring at us, as if by our own power or godliness we have made this man walk? 13 The 

God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant Jesus, whom you 

handed over and disowned in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release 

him. 14 You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to 

you. 15 You killed the Author of Life, whom God raised from the dead. We are witnesses of 

this. 16 And on the basis of faith in his name, it is the name of Jesus that has strengthened this 

man, whom you see and know. This faith that comes through Jesus has given him this perfect 

health in the presence of all of you. 
17 “Now brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, just like your leaders. 18 But in this way God 

fulfilled what he had foretold through the mouth of all the prophets: that his Christ would 

suffer. 19 Therefore repent and return to have your sins wiped out, 20 so that refreshing times may 

come from the presence of the Lord and that he may send Jesus, the Christ appointed for you. 

  



6 | P a g e  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading 1 John 1:5—2:2 

St. John summarizes the meaningful message we have heard and been called to declare: God is 

light. 

Light and Darkness, Sin and Forgiveness 
5 This is the message we heard from him and proclaim to you: God is light. In him there is no 

darkness at all. 6 If we say we have fellowship with him but still walk in darkness, we are lying and 

do not put the truth into practice. 7 But if we walk in the light, just as he is in the light, we have 

fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we 

say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is 

faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say we 

have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar, and his Word is not in us. 1 My children, I write 

these things to you so that you will not sin. If anyone does sin, we have an Advocate before the 

Father: Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2 He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for 

ours but also for the whole world. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation Luke 24:46,47 
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Tune: © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 

 

Gospel Luke 24:36–49 

The risen Savior gives us peace. He also gives us a mission. We are to share the message of 

repentance and forgiveness.  

Jesus Appears to the Disciples 
36 As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, 

“Peace be with you.” 
37 But they were terrified and frightened and thought they were looking at a ghost. 
38 He said to them, “Why are you troubled? Why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39 Look at my 

hands and my feet. It is I myself. Touch me and see, because a ghost does not have flesh and 

bones as you see that I have.” 40 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his 

feet. 41 While they still did not believe it (because of their joy), and while they were still wondering, 

he said to them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” 
42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish and some honeycomb. 43 He took it and ate in front of 

them. 44 He said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you: 

Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the 

Psalms.” 
45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. 46 He said to them, “This is what is 

written and so it must be: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and 

repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning from 

Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 Look, I am sending you what my Father 

promised. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 
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Hymn of the Day: 459 Christ the Lord Is Risen Again 

 

Sermon: Luke 24:36-49 

 

Stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 



9 | P a g e  

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Lord of life, fill our hearts with joy during this season, for you have risen and conquered the 

grave. Imprint the message of victory on our hearts and implant it in our minds. Through the 

good news of your resurrection renew our hope and revive our faith. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

  

By baptizing us into your name, you have connected us to your death and rising. You have 

put our sin to death and have given us a new life. Enable us each day to think of ourselves as 

dead to sin and alive to you, so that we may walk in newness of life in all we do. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

  

In this fallen world, death and sorrow surround us. Touch the hearts of those who grieve the 

loss of a Christian they love. Direct their eyes to your empty tomb and ease their pain by 

reminding them that their loved ones will one day rise again. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

  

Lord, many people grieve without hope. Let the message of resurrection reach them and 

awaken faith in their hearts. Use us as your instruments to bring the word of life to their souls 

and the message of hope to their hearts. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

  

Stay by the side of all who are suffering. In your wise mercy, heal those who are sick, 

receiving treatment for illness, recovering from illness or surgery, or hurting in body or mind. 

[We pray especially for…here name the person and the cause of the petition.] Remind them 

that your victory over death is a fact, and comfort them with your promise to raise them and 

give them and all believers new, glorified bodies like yours. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
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Silent prayer 

  

Risen Savior, feed our faith with the message of your resurrection. Come to us in your Word 

and in the feast of your Sacrament to sustain and strengthen us until we feast with you in 

eternal glory.  

Amen. 

 

Offering 

Offering Hymn: 816 I Am Trusting You, Lord Jesus sts. 1–2 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

 

Stand 

 

Preface CW 183 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who by his willing 

sacrifice on the cross took away the sins of the world and by his glorious resurrection 

restored everlasting life. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise 

your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy CW 184 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tune: Marty Haugen 

Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. You created the world 

and all who live in it, and in your mercy you saved us. We give thanks to you for the grace of 

your Son, Jesus Christ. 
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Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and became obedient to death, 

even death on a cross. He offered himself as a sacrifice for sin and redeemed us from its 

curse and penalty. He rescued us from the terrors of death and restored eternal life with you. 

He conquered our enemies and gained for us the kingdom of grace and glory. 

  

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to remember his suffering, 

death, and resurrection. Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope of new life in heaven. Hear 

our praise and receive our thanks as we worship you—the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my + body, which 

is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
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The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

Jesus, Lamb of God CW 186 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tune: Marty Haugen 

Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 

 

Be seated 
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Distribution 

Close Communion We ask that only those who have previously spoken to our pastor or are 

members in good standing of this or another WELS or ELS congregation come to Holy Communion 

today. Our practice of Close Communion (which has been the practice of the Christian Church 

throughout the ages) is in no way trying to judge anyone’s faith. What we are trying to do is follow 

the Bible’s clear teaching (I Corinthians 11) to first study God’s Word together. As we do so, we can 

share with/review with you what the Lord’s Supper is all about. You, then, also have an opportunity 

to examine what we believe and teach before you come to the Lord’s Supper and make a public 

profession that you agree with what we teach. 

Distribution Hymn: 673 O Lord, We Praise You 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have given us in 

this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and 

strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that day when 

you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn: 746 I Love to Tell the Story  

Stanza 2: Christ’s Commission 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Today: 8:00 AM Bible Study, 8:45 AM Worship and Communion, 9:45 AM Fellowship and 

Sunday School 

Sunday: 8:00 AM Bible Study, 8:45 AM Worship, 9:45 AM Fellowship and Sunday School 

 

City-Wide Garage Sale 

On May 17th-18th we will be participating in Seward’s City-Wide Grage Sale. Members are 

invited to bring items that will be given away for free. When someone tries to buy an item we 

will give them a postcard that says “Just as salvation is free through Christ, so is this item.”  

 

Following our service on May 12th members can set-up their items. There is a sign-up sheet in 

the narthex for members to designate when they would like to volunteer for the event. More 

information can be found on the weekly update. If you have any questions please contact 

Pastor Wilkens. 

 

Friendship Evangelism Sunday 

On May 26th we are having a Friendship Evangelism Sunday. Members are encouraged to 

invite friends, co-workers, or anyone else to attend our worship service on that Sunday. 

Postcards for members to hand-out and invite others will be available soon. 

 

Voters Meeting 

Grace’s next voters meeting will be on Sunday April 14th at 7:00 PM. Voters please check your 

mailboxes for a document to be reviewed prior to our meeting this evening. 

 

 

CONNECTION CARDS: Visitors or members with changes in contact 

information, please fill out a connection card online at www.graceseward.org 

on the member connect tab or scan this code. 

 

   Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/gracelutheranseward 

   

  Personal assisted listening devices are available. 

 

 746 Pinewood Ave | Seward, NE | www.graceseward.org 

Given to the Lord: Attendance: Sunday Bible Class, Worship 126 in person, Facebook 

Reached 67, Audio/YouTube 13. Offerings: Home 4,617.00, WELS 220.00, Trinity 2,275.00 

To God be the glory! 

http://www.graceseward.org/
http://www.graceseward.org/

