
 

 

 

 
 

 

What Seems to Help in Life Fails in Death;  

What Seems to Fail in Life Helps in Death 

The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
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GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  | Seward, Nebraska 
September 25, 2022 

SERIES THEME: HARD TRUTH 

“Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem” (Luke 

13:22). Jesus knows that when he gets to Jerusalem, he is going to die. If you expect Jesus to use 

these final teaching opportunities to share happy thoughts, you don’t know him well. With a 

sense of extreme urgency, Jesus shares truths we need to hear, even if we do not want to hear 

them. As Jesus teaches hard truth, he challenges conventional wisdom. He reverses the normal 

and natural order of things. This should not surprise us, considering this Teacher’s life and work 

are the opposite of what one would expect. When the truth is hard to hear, the first temptation is 

to deny it. We cannot do that with Jesus’ teaching, for he never lies. When the truth is hard to 

hear, the second temptation is to simply ignore it. To do that with Jesus is to court eternal death. 

Thus, Jesus’ words contain an urgent warning: Listen! Take to heart what Jesus says! For his Word, 

though it contains hard truth, gives eternal life. 

THEME OF THE DAY: WHAT SEEMS TO HELP IN LIFE FAILS IN DEATH; WHAT SEEMS TO FAIL 

IN LIFE HELPS IN DEATH 

Last week we learned the hard truth that while money can help make life easier in some ways, it 

cannot bring true happiness and fulfillment. This week we see that as much as money lets us 

down in life, its ultimate failure to deliver on its promises happens in death. Those who live with 

hearts filled with love for money and void of love for God will receive the only eternity that money 

can buy: one void of God and filled with pain. Though we might be fooled into thinking money 

helps in life, it will certainly fail us in death. Conversely, that which seems to offer little help in life 

will never fail us in death. The best example of this is the gospel. Those who hear and heed the 

Scriptures often appear to receive little benefit in life. Living by God’s Word doesn’t make life 

easier. In fact, faithfully following Christ often means a more challenging life, one filled with 

crosses and self-denial. Great wealth gains you the admiration and respect of the world. Being 

true to Scripture is more likely to gain you scorn and ridicule. Yet those who find the help they 

need in God rather than in money will never be disappointed. In death they will receive a reward 

that dwarfs even the best things money can buy. 

Worship Leader Pastor Justin Wilkens 

Organist/Pianist Karma Ridpath 
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The Service, Setting One (page 154 in Christian Worship 21)  

Hymn: 631 Speak, O Savior, I Am Listening 

 

Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession CW 154 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 

of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 

Glory Be to God CW 157 
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THE WORD 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Mercifully grant, O God, that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts, for 

without your help we are unable to please you; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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First Reading Amos 6:1–7 

The Israelites were drifting away from the Lord, so he sent the prophet Amos to warn them to not let 

prosperity give them a false sense of security. 

Woe to the Complacent 
1 Woe to you who are complacent in Zion, 

you who feel secure on Mount Samaria, 

    you distinguished people of the leading nation, 

    to whom the house of Israel comes. 
2 Travel to Kalneh and look. 

    Go from there to Hamath Rabbah, 

    and go down to Gath of the Philistines. 

    Are you better than those kingdoms? 

    Are their territories greater than your territory?  
3 You who are trying to put off the evil day, 

    you bring near the session for violence! 
4 Those who lie on ivory beds, 

    sprawling upon their couches, 

    eating lambs from the flock 

    and calves straight from the stall, 
5 improvising tunes on the lyre, 

    composing music for themselves on musical instruments like David, 
6 drinking large bowls of wine— 

    they slather themselves with the most expensive perfumed oils, 

    but they do not grieve over the ruin of Joseph. 
7 That is why they will go into exile as the first of the exiles. 

    Those who sprawl out at their feasts for the dead will depart. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading Hebrews 13:1–6 

Since the Lord is our helper in both life and death, in all aspects of life we strive to live for him. 

Concluding Exhortations 

 1 Continue to show brotherly love. 2 Do not fail to show love to strangers, for by doing this 

some have welcomed angels without realizing it. 3 Remember those in prison, as if you were 

fellow prisoners, and those who are mistreated, as if you yourselves were also suffering bodily. 
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4 Marriage is to be held in honor by all, and the marriage bed is to be kept undefiled, for God will 

judge sexually immoral people and adulterers. 5 Keep your life free from the love of money, and 

be content with what you have. For God has said: 

I will never leave you, 

and I will never forsake you.  
6 So then we say with confidence: 

The Lord is my helper, and I will not be afraid. 

What will man do to me? 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

Gospel Acclamation Luke 16:31 

 

 

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 

Gospel          Luke 16:19–31 

Jesus tells a parable about two men, one whose confidence was in his wealth, another whose 

confidence was in his God. 

The Rich Man and Lazarus 

 19 “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen, living in luxury every 

day. 20 A beggar named Lazarus had been laid at his gate. Lazarus was covered with sores 
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and 21 longed to be fed with what fell from the rich man’s table. Besides this, the dogs also came 

and licked his sores. 22 Eventually the beggar died, and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side. 

The rich man also died and was buried. 23 In hell, where he was in torment, he lifted up his eyes 

and saw Abraham far away and Lazarus at his side. 24 He called out and said, ‘Father Abraham, 

have mercy on me! Send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because 

I am in misery in this flame.’ 
25 “But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and 

Lazarus received bad things. But now he is comforted here, and you are in misery. 26 Besides all 

this, a great chasm has been set in place between us and you, so that those who want to cross 

from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.’ 
27 “He said, ‘Then I beg you, father, send him to my father’s home, 28 because I have five 

brothers—to warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’ 
29 “Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets. Let them listen to them.’ 
30 “‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’ 
31 “Abraham replied to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be 

convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day: 817 Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart 

 

Sermon 

 

Stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 
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        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your 

Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit 

and his working through the means of grace. 

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow and 

love toward all may increase. 
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Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in lives of 

faith. 

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks of 

life. 

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and 

judge our laws. 

Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and science, 

the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is difficult or 

dangerous. 

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity, [especially . . . here name the 

person and the cause of the petition]. Remember those who suffer persecution for the faith. 

Have mercy on those for whom death draws near. 

Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

Silent prayer 

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest from 

their labors, [especially . . . here name the person]. Console those who are mourning or living 

with sadness. 

Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 

Amen. 

 

Offering 

Hymn: 750 We Give Thee But Thine Own 
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THE SACRAMENT 

Preface CW 165 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that 

wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock 

until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 

praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our 

Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in 

him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of 

the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released 

from eternal death all who believe in you. 

  

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 

together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 

strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we 

glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my + body, which 

is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169 
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Distribution 

Close Communion We ask that only those who have previously spoken to our pastor or are 

members in good standing of this or another WELS or ELS congregation come to Holy Communion 

today. Our practice of Close Communion (which has been the practice of the Christian Church 

throughout the ages) is in no way trying to judge anyone’s faith. What we are trying to do is follow 

the Bible’s clear teaching (I Corinthians 11) to first study God’s Word together. As we do so, we can 

share with/review with you what the Lord’s Supper is all about. You, then, also have an opportunity 

to examine what we believe and teach before you come to the Lord’s Supper and make a public 

profession that you agree with what we teach. 

Distribution Hymn: 813 He Will Hold Me Fast 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that 

through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask 

this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn: 705 Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Today: 8:00 AM Bible Study, 8:45 AM Worship and Communion, 9:45 AM Fellowship and 

Sunday School 

 

Sunday: 8:00 AM Bible Study, 8:45 AM Worship, 9:45 AM Fellowship and Sunday School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONNECTION CARDS: Visitors or members with changes in contact 

information, please fill out a connection card online at www.graceseward.org 

on the member connect tab or scan this code. 

 

 

   Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/gracelutheranseward 

   

  Personal assisted listening devices are available. 

 

 746 Pinewood Ave | Seward, NE | www.graceseward.org 

 

 

 

 

Given to the Lord: Attendance: Sunday Bible Class 16, Sunday School 6, Worship 40 in 

person, Facebook Reached 14, Audio/YouTube 22. Offerings: Home 1,205.00, WELS 40.00, 

NELHS 800.00, Trinity 105.00. To God be the glory! 

http://www.graceseward.org/
http://www.graceseward.org/


16 | P a g e  

 


