
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Faithful Words Victorious over Empty Words 

The Fourth Sunday after Easter 
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Grace Lutheran Church,  May 8, 2022 Seward, NE 

Worship Series: VICTORIOUS  

To the world he seemed like a defeated man: opposed and killed by his enemies, his followers 

scattered in fear. Yet three days after Jesus' death he rose victorious from the dead. Nothing 

would ever be the same. The rest of eternity is now a victory march for the risen Christ. During 

Easter, we should not think of ourselves as passive observers in Christ's victory. We are more than 

fans cheering for our favorite athlete! Rather, we are active participants in Christ's tirumph. Just as 

his death was our death, so also his life is our life. Buried with Christ in baptism, our life is now 

hidden with him on high. The victory is ours, now and forever.  

Easter is more than a day. It is an entire joyful season. The six solemn weeks of Lent are eclipsed 

by seven weeks of unbridled joy. These seven weeks correspond to the period of fifty days on the 

Jewish calendar between Passover and Pentecost. The Church reserves its highest praise for the 

Easter season. We do not merely watch from the sidelines as Christ marches in victory over sin, 

death, Satan, and hell. We join in the festal procession!  

 

THEME OF THE DAY - FULFILLED WORKS MARCH VICTORIOUS OVER EMPTY WORDS  

The world is full of talkers. There are plenty of people who say they care about you. But we are 

aware of what many of those people will do when it comes time to put those words into action. 

Jesus tells you in his Word that he cares for you dearly… that he would do anything for you. How 

do you know you can trust him? Jesus followed up his words with works. Jesus said he would 

suffer and die for you, so that you might enter Paradise. He fulfilled that promise. Jesus words are 

followed by works. He once illustrated that point in a striking metaphor, that of the Good 

Shepherd. All shepherds use words, calling to the sheep hoping they will follow. What sets the 

Good Shepherd apart is the fact that his words are followed by his works, including his willingness 

to lay down his life. Every word our Good Shepherd speaks to us is trustworthy!  

 

Communion 
 

We are celebrating the Lord’s Supper today.  Scripture tells us that we need to examine ourselves 

before we receive the Lord’s Supper so that we do not take it in a harmful manner. (1 Cor. 11:27-

29)  For help in preparation see pages 293-295 in the front of the hymnal.   

Visitors:  Because we do not want you to receive the Lord’s Supper in a harmful manner we ask 

that you do not come forward for the Lord’s Supper today if you are not members of a WELS or 

ELS church.  The pastor will be happy to share with you the Biblical basis for this practice.  

Serving in Worship 

Pastor  Mark A. Haefner 

Organist/Pianist   
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Hymn: 555 The Lord’s My Shepherd, I'll Not Want 

Stand 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

Absolution CW 156 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 

of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 
  

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 
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Glory Be to God CW 157 
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THE WORD 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
  

O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good Shepherd who laid down your life for the sheep. Lead 

us now to the still waters of your life-giving Word that we may abide in your Father’s house 

forevermore; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

First Reading Acts 13:15,16a,26–39 

 15After the reading of the Law and the Prophets, the leaders of the synagogue sent a 

message to them, saying, “Gentlemen, brothers, if you have a word of encouragement 

for the people, say it.”  
16Then Paul stood up, motioned with his hand, and said,  
26“Gentlemen, brothers, sons of Abraham’s family, and those among you who fear 

God, this message of salvation has been sent to you. 27The people of Jerusalem and 

their rulers did not recognize him, and by condemning him they fulfilled the statements 

of the prophets that are read every Sabbath. 28Though they found no grounds for a 

death sentence, they asked Pilate to have him executed. 29When they carried out 

everything that was written about him, they took him down from the cross and laid him 

in a tomb. 30But God raised him from the dead, 31and for many days he was seen by 

those who had come up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem. These same individuals are 

now his witnesses to the people.  
32“We are preaching to you the good news about the promise that was made to our 

fathers. 33God has fulfilled this promise for us, their children, by raising up Jesus. As it is 

also written in the second Psalm:  

You are my Son.  
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Today I have begotten you. 

34“That God would raise him from the dead never again to be subject to decay, God 

said in this way:  

I will give you the holy and sure blessings promised to David. 

35“Therefore he also says in another place:  

You will not let your Holy One see decay. 

36“For David, after he had served God’s purpose in his own generation, fell asleep, 

was laid to rest with his fathers, and saw decay. 37But the One God raised did not see 

decay.  
38“So, gentlemen, brothers, let it be known to you that through this Jesus 

forgiveness of sins is being proclaimed to you, also forgiveness from everything from 

which you could not be justified through the law of Moses. 39In this Jesus, everyone who 

believes is justified. 

  
The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading Revelation 7:9–17 

9After these things I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could 

count, from every nation, tribe, people, and language, standing in front of the throne 

and of the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and with palm branches in their hands. 
10They called out with a loud voice and said:  

Salvation comes from our God, who sits on the throne, and from the Lamb.  

11All the angels stood around the throne, the elders, and the four living creatures. 

They fell on their faces before the throne and worshipped God, 12saying:  

Amen. Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and might 

belong to our God forever and ever. Amen.  

13One of the elders spoke to me and said, “These people dressed in white robes, 

who are they and where did they come from?”  

And I answered him, “Sir, you know.”  
14And he said to me:  
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These are the ones who are coming out of the great tribulation.  

They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.  
15Because of this they are in front of the throne of God,  

and they serve him day and night in his temple.  

He who sits on the throne will spread his tent over them.  
16They will never be hungry or thirsty ever again.  

The sun will never beat upon them, nor will any scorching heat,  
17for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd.  

He will lead them to springs of living water.  

And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

Gospel Acclamation John 10:14 

 

 

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 

 

Gospel John 10:22–30 

 22Then the Festival of Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 23and Jesus 

was walking in the temple area in Solomon’s Colonnade.  
24So the Jews gathered around Jesus, asking, “How long will you keep us in suspense? 

If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.”  
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25Jesus answered them, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I am doing in 

my Father’s name testify about me. 26But you do not believe, because you are not my 

sheep, as I said to you. 27My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 28I 

give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 
29My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all. No one can snatch them out of 

my Father’s hand. 30I and the Father are one.”  

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

Hymn of the Day: 551 Jesus, Shepherd of the Sheep 

Sermon 

Stand 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 
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        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

Prayer of the Church 

Loving Shepherd of the sheep, fill us with contentment and confidence during this season as 

we celebrate your Easter victory. You laid down your life for the sheep and then rose again to 

assure us that you give us eternal life. 

Good Shepherd, save us. 
  

Strengthen our faith to follow where you lead, to the green pastures of your Word, the quiet 

waters of our baptism, and the gracious table of your body and blood where our cup 

overflows with your forgiving love. Guide us to find in you the gate that leads to safety and 

good pastures. 

Good Shepherd, lead us. 
  

Guard and protect us from those who want to lead us astray and snatch us out of your hand. 

Give us courage to fight against the devil and wisdom to recognize false teachers. Lead us to 

honor and follow those you have called to shepherd your flock, the Church. 

Good Shepherd, guide us. 
  

Let your rod and your staff comfort us and all your sheep in times of sickness and sadness 

and especially when we walk through the valley of the shadow of death. May we find in your 
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redemption and your Father’s resolve the unbreakable promise that we will dwell in your 

house forever. 

Good Shepherd, console us. 
  

Move us to reach out to sheep who are not yet a part of our sheep pen but whom you have 

claimed as your own. Give us your passion to search for the sheep who are lost and lead us 

to rejoice when they have been found.  

Good Shepherd, inspire us. 
  

Special Intercessions 
  

We thank you for all the blessings we have gained from your goodness: family and friends, 

wealth and health, work and leisure. Give us wisdom to long for and cherish your more 

precious gifts, your Word and sacraments, so that your goodness and love may follow us all 

the days of our life. 

Good Shepherd, hear us. Amen.  

Offering 

Hymn: 804 I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb 

THE SACRAMENT 

Preface CW 165 
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Proper Preface 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who by his willing 

sacrifice on the cross took away the sins of the world and by his glorious resurrection 

restored everlasting life. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise 

your holy name and join their glorious song: 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our 

Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in 

him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of 

the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released 

from eternal death all who believe in you. 
  

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 

together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 

strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we 

glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
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For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

Pax Domini 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169 
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Be seated 

Distribution 

Distribution Hymn: 667 Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared 

 

Stand 

Thanksgiving 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

Proclamation 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Post-Communion Prayer 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that 

through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask 

this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn: 950 Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace 



16 | P a g e  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acknowledgments 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House., reprinted under 

OneLicense.net A-713578 Print and Podcast License.  Scripture Quotations:  Wartburg Project. Holy 

Bible: Evangelical Heritage Version (EHV). Good Shepherd Graphic: www.corissanelsonart.com 


