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WELCOME 

367 Across the Sky the Shades of Night CW 367 

 

 

 

 
Text (st. 3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 

Text (sts. 1–2, 4) and tune: Public domain 

 

INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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CONFESSION (CW 21 pg 154) 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just 

 and will forgive us our sins 

 and purify us from all unrighteousness.  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.  

Holy God, gracious Father,  

 I am sinful by nature 

  and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.   

I have not loved you with my whole heart;   

I have not loved others as I should.   

  I deserve your punishment both now and forever.   

 But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

  with his innocent suffering and death.   

 Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

Silence for meditation and reflection  

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only   Son, Jesus Christ, who 

gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant 

of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

LORD, HAVE MERCY Kyrie 

In peace let us pray to the Lord 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of us 

all, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
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For this holy house and all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen 

Glory to God in the Highest 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: License no. 130405222 

The Word 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

Eternal Father, before whom all generations rise and fall, teach us to think seriously about the 

brevity of our lives and the immensity of your goodness.  Help us to enter the New Year trusting 

in the name of your Son and walking in the way of his peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

FIRST READING Ecclesiastes 3:1-11 

 

For everything there is an appointed time.  

There is an appropriate time for every activity under heaven:  

2a time to give birth and a time to die,  

a time to plant and a time to uproot plants,  
3a time to kill and a time to heal,  

a time to tear down and a time to build,  
4a time to weep and a time to laugh,  

a time to mourn and a time to dance,  
5a time to scatter stones and a time to gather stones,  

a time to embrace and a time not to embrace,  
6a time to search and a time to stop searching,  

a time to keep and a time to throw away,  
7a time to rip and a time to sew,  

a time to be silent and a time to speak,  
8a time to love and a time to hate,  

a time for war and a time for peace.  

9What does the worker gain from his hard work? 10I have seen the task which God has 

given the children of Adam to keep them busy. 11He has made everything beautiful in its 

time. Yes, he has also put eternity in their hearts, yet it is not possible for man to 

understand the work that God has done from beginning to end.  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

THE PSALM 91E 
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Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 
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SECOND READING  Hebrews 13:5-8, 14 

5Keep your life free from the love of money, and be content with what you have. For God has 

said:  

I will never leave you,  

and I will never forsake you.  

6So then we say with confidence:  

The Lord is my helper, and I will not be afraid.  

What will man do to me? 

7Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Carefully consider the 

outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith. 8Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and 

today and forever. 

14For we do not have a permanent city here, but we are looking for the city that is 

coming. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation Psalm 90:1 

 

 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 

GOSPEL Matthew 25:1-13 
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“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out 

to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3When the foolish 

ones took their lamps, they did not take any oil with them; 4but the wise took oil in their 

containers with their lamps. 5While the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and 

fell asleep. 6But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look, the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’ 
7Then all those virgins got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish ones said to the wise, 

‘Give us some of your oil because our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise answered, ‘No, there 

may not be enough for us and for you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for 

yourselves.’ 10But while they were away buying oil, the bridegroom came. Those who were 

ready went in with him to the wedding banquet, and the door was shut. 11Later, the other 

virgins also came and said, ‘Lord, Lord, let us in.’ 12But he answered, ‘Amen I tell you: I do not 

know you.’ 13Therefore, keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

HYMN All Depends on Our Possessing | 807 

1 All depends on our possessing 

God's abundant grace and blessing, 

though all earthly wealth depart. 

They who trust with faith unshaken 

in their God are not forsaken 

and will keep a dauntless heart. 

2 He who to this day has fed me 

and to many joys has led me 

is and ever shall be mine. 

He who ever gently schools me, 

he who daily guides and rules me 

will remain my help divine. 

3 Many spend their lives in fretting 

over trifles and in getting 

things that have no solid ground. 

I shall strive to win a treasure 

that will bring me lasting pleasure 

and that now is seldom found. 

4 When with sorrow I am stricken, 

hope anew my heart will quicken; 
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all my longing shall be stilled. 

To his loving-kindness tender 

soul and body I surrender, 

for on God alone I build. 

5 Well he knows what best to grant me; 

all the longing hopes that haunt me, 

joy and sorrow, have their day. 

I shall doubt his wisdom never; 

as God wills, so be it ever; 

I commit to him my way. 

6 If my days on earth he lengthen, 

he my weary soul will strengthen; 

all my trust in him I place. 

Earthly wealth is not abiding, 

like a stream away is gliding; 

safe I anchor in his grace. 

SERMON  

Stand 

CONFESSION OF FAITH Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
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He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Be seated 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your Son, 

through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit and his 

working through the means of grace. 
 

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 

 

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow and love 

toward all may increase. 
 

Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 

 

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in lives of 

faith. 
 

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks of life. 

 

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and judge our 

laws. 
 

Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 

Let you blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and science, the 

arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is difficult or dangerous. 
 

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 
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Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity. Remember those who suffer 

persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those for whom death draws near. 
 

Grant them you love, and take them into your tender care. 

 

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest from their 

labors, Simeon Richert, Carol Kratochvil, and Nancy Richert. Console those who are mourning or 

living with sadness. 
 

Keep us in the truth faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven with them. 
 

Special Intercessions 
 

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again 
 

Amen 

OFFERING (748 v. 1, 3) 

1  Brothers, sisters, let us gladly 

Give to God our all, our best; 

Service hearty, thorough, honest, 

With a living love impressed. 

All our duty, all our striving, 

All our time to him belong; 

Praise him, then, with true devotion, 

Come before him with a song. 
 

3  Gracious Lord, accept our service 

For the sake of Christ, your Son; 

Lo, our hope abides now only 

In the righteousness he won. 

Bless and save us,  

Help and guide us, 

Watch to comfort and restore, 

Till in heav’n we rest rejoicing, 

Praising you forevermore. 

 

The Sacrament 
A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. For anyone who eats and 

drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself. 1Co 11:28-29  (NIV1984) 
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The Lord be with you. 
 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts.  
 

We lift them up to the Lord 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 

It is right to give him thanks and praise 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord by whose wonderful 

and mysterious birth you have opened our eyes to the glory of your grace and renewed in our 

heart the fervor of your love. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 

praise your holy name and join their glorious song:  

Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: License no. 130405222 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our 

Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in him 

you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the 

Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released from 

eternal death all who believe in you. 

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us together 

to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, untie us as one, and strengthen our 

faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor you, 

O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done 

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those  

 who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat. This is my ✙ body, which is given for 

you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it all of you; this is my 

✙ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
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whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen 

O Christ, Lamb of God 

 

 
Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: License no. 130405222 

 

DISTRIBUTION   

DISTRIBUTION HYMN   

90C We Live, O Lord, within Your Grace Psalm 90C 
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5 So teach us, Lord, to count our days; 

make wise our hearts to seek your ways. 

How long, O LORD, till you return? 

How much, O LORD, for you we yearn! 

 

6 Your steadfast love will satisfy 

and be our joy until we die. 

Though evil days may grieve our soul, 

we trust that you will make us whole. 

 

7 Lord, let your work to us be shown, 

your glory by our children known. 

Your favor rest on us each day; 

establish all our work, we pray. 

 

8 O Father, Son, and Spirit, be 

our dwelling place eternally, 

and when the mountains are no more, 

your name we ever will adore! 

Text: © 2011 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: License no. 130405222 

Tune: © 2006 G. A. Hennig, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 713578 

THANKSGIVING 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good: 

His mercy endues forever 

PROCLAMATION 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
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PRAYER 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that 

through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this 

in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

Amen 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 

CLOSING HYMN  O God, Our Help in Ages Past | 820 

1 O God, our help in ages past, 

our hope for years to come, 

our shelter from the stormy blast, 

and our eternal home: 

2 Under the shadow of your throne 

your saints have dwelt secure; 

sufficient is your arm alone, 

and our defense is sure. 

3 Before the hills in order stood, 

or earth received its frame, 

from everlasting you are God, 

to endless years the same. 

4 A thousand ages in your sight 

are like an evening gone, 

short as the watch that ends the night 

before the rising sun. 

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

soon bears us all away; 

we fly forgotten, as a dream 

dies at the op’ning day. 

6 O God, our help in ages past, 

our hope for years to come, 

still be our guard while troubles last, 

and our eternal home!
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