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Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church  | Seward, NE 

June 27, 2021 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship the Lord with us today.  Large print hymnals 

and personal assisted listening devices are available on request.  The service can be heard 

throughout the building so that you can participate even if you have to take your child out for 

a while.  Restrooms are in the hall between the chapel and fellowship area.  If you have any 

questions please feel free to ask an usher.  

CONNECTION CARDS: Visitors or members with changes in contact 

information, please fill out a connection card online at www.gracesewar.org 

the member connect tab, or scan this code.  

 

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY 

Communion 

We are celebrating the Lord’s Supper today.  Scripture tells us that we need to examine 

ourselves before we receive the Lord’s Supper so that we do not take it in a harmful manner. (1 

Cor. 11:27-29)  For help in preparation see page 156 in the front of the hymnal.   

Visitors:  Because we do not want you to receive the Lord’s Supper in a harmful manner we 

ask that you do not come forward for the Lord’s Supper today if you are not members of a 

WELS or ELS church.  The pastor will be happy to share with you the Biblical basis for this 

practice.  

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding Minister Pastor Mark A. Haefner 

Organist Mrs. Karma Ridpath

  

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION 

The Common Service © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House, reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-713578.  

The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage VersionTM (EHVTM) copyright © 2016 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. 

www.wartburgproject.org. All rights reserved 

Cover art: © 2015 Ian M. Welch. All Rights Reserved. paramentics.com 

http://www.gracesewar.org/
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THE COMMON SERVICE 

OPENING HYMN With the Lord Begin Your Task | 478 

1  With the Lord begin your task; Jesus will direct it. 
For his aid and counsel ask; Jesus will perfect it. 

Ev’ry morn with Jesus rise, And, when day is ended, 

In his name then close your eyes; Be to him commended. 
 

2  Let each day begin with prayer, Praise and adoration. 

On the Lord cast ev’ry care; He is your salvation. 

Morning, evening, and at night Jesus will be near you, 

Save you from the tempter’s might, With his presence cheer you. 
 

3  With your Savior at your side Foes need not alarm you; 

In his promises confide And no ill can harm you. 

All your trust and hope repose In the mighty Master, 

Who in wisdom truly knows How to stem disaster. 
 

4  If your task is thus begun With the Savior’s blessing, 

Safely then your course will run, Naught your soul distressing. 

Good will follow ev’rywhere While you here must wander; 

You at last the joy will share In the mansions yonder. 

INVOCATION 

 please stand, if able 

 In the name of the Father and of the ✙ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

  

 

CONFESSION 

 Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our 

Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 



4 

 

 Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 

failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 

eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I 

pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 

 

 

 

 

ABSOLUTION 

 God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his  

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

      In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

GLORY BE TO GOD  Tune | 233 

All glory be to God on high! 

Your name, O Lord, we glorify; 

We praise you for your peace and grace, 

Your favor toward our fallen race. 
 

Our grateful thanks to you we bring, 

For your great glory, heav’nly King, 

For all, O Father, you have done 

Through Jesus Christ, your only Son. 
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O Lamb of God, to you we pray. 

You take all human sin away. 

Have mercy, Lord; receive our prayer;  

From God’s right hand, your mercy share. 
 

You, Christ, are holy—Lord alone; 

The Father’s glory you made known. 

We by your Spirit sing again: 

“All glory be to God!” Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 The Lord be with you. 

  

 

 

 Let us pray. 

 O Lord, our God, govern the nations on earth and direct the affairs of this world so that 

your Church may worship you in peace and joy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

 The Word 
 

FIRST LESSON  Deuteronomy 24:14-22 

14Do not oppress a hired person who is poor and needy, whether he is one of your 

brother Israelites or one of the aliens who reside in your land inside your gates. 15Each 

day, before the sun goes down, pay him his wages, because he is poor and his life 

depends on it. If you do not, he will cry out against you, and you will be guilty of sin.  
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16Fathers are not to be put to death because of their sons, and sons are not to be put 

to death because of their fathers. Each man is to be put to death because of his own 

crime.  
17Do not neglect justice for an alien who lives among you or for a fatherless child, and 

do not take the clothing of a widow as a pledge.  
18Remember that you were a slave in Egypt, but the LORD your God redeemed you 

from there. Therefore I am commanding you to do this.  
19When you harvest the crops in your field and you forget a bundle in the field, do 

not return to get it. It will be for the benefit of the resident alien, the fatherless, and the 

widow, so that the LORD your God may bless you in everything your hands do.  
20When you beat your olives off the tree, do not strip the boughs clean of olives. 

Some are to be left for the benefit of the alien, the fatherless, and the widow.  
21When you cut grapes from your vineyard, do not go over it again. Leave some for 

the benefit of the alien, the fatherless, and the widow.  
22Remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt. That is why I am commanding 

you to do this.  (EHV) 

    The Word of the Lord 

     Thanks be to God.  

SECOND LESSON  Colossians 3:22-4:1 

22Slaves, obey your human masters in everything, not just when they are watching 

you, like people-pleasers, but with a sincere heart, out of respect for the Lord. 23Whatever 

you do, keep working at it with all your heart, as for the Lord and not for people, 
24because you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. Keep 

serving the Lord Christ! 25Indeed, the one who does what is wrong will be repaid for what 

he did wrong, and there is no favoritism.  

 Masters, show justice and fairness to your slaves, because you know that you also 

have a Master in heaven. (EHV) 

    The Word of the Lord 

     Thanks be to God. 

VERSE OF THE DAY   

Alleluia. So whether you eat or drink, or do anything else, do everything to the glory 

of God. Alleluia. 
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GOSPEL     Luke 7:1-10 

 please stand, if able 

 The Gospel according to Luke chapter 7. 

 

After Jesus had finished saying all these things to the people who were listening, he 

went into Capernaum. 2A centurion’s servant, who was valuable to him, was sick and 

about to die. 3When the centurion heard about Jesus, he sent some elders of the Jews to 

him, asking him to come and heal his servant. 4When they came to Jesus, they begged 

him earnestly, saying, “He is worthy of having you do this for him, 5because he loves our 

nation, and he built our synagogue for us.”  
6Jesus went with them. When he was not far from the house, the centurion sent 

friends to tell Jesus, “Lord, do not trouble yourself, because I do not deserve to have you 

come under my roof. 7That is why I did not consider myself worthy to come to you. But 

say the word, and my servant will be healed. 8For I am also a man placed under authority, 

having soldiers under me. I say to this one, ‘Go!’ and he goes; and to another one, 

‘Come!’ and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”  
9When Jesus heard these things, he was amazed at him. He turned to the crowd that 

was following him and said, “I tell you, I have not found such great faith, not even in 

Israel.” 10And when the men who had been sent returned to the house, they found the 

servant well.  (EHV) 

    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, 

 seen and unseen. 



8 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

 and became fully human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

 He suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  

 He ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end.  

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead  

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 be seated 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Take My Life and Let It Be | 469 

1  Take my life and let it be Consecrated, Lord, to thee. 
Take my moments and my days; Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 

2  Take my hands and let them move At the impulse of thy love. 

Take my feet and let them be Swift and beautiful for thee. 
 

3  Take my voice and let me sing Always, only for my King. 

Take my lips and let them be Filled with messages from thee. 
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4  Take my silver and my gold; Not a mite would I withhold. 

Take my intellect and use Ev’ry pow’r as thou shalt choose. 
 

5  Take my will and make it thine; It shall be no longer mine. 

Take my heart—it is thine own; It shall be thy royal throne. 
 

6  Take my love, my Lord, I pour At thy feet its treasure store. 

Take myself, and I will be Ever, only, all for thee. 

SERMON Ephesians 6:5-9 

5Slaves, obey your human masters with respect and reverence, and with a sincere 

heart, just as you obey Christ. 6Do this not just when they are watching, as if merely to 

please people, but as slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart. 7Serve with 

eagerness, as for the Lord and not for people, 8because you know that each person, 

whether slave or free, will receive back from the Lord whatever good he has done. 9And 

masters, do the same for your slaves. Do not threaten them, because you know that the 

one who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and with him there is no favoritism.  

(EHV) 

OFFERTORY  
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OFFERING  WE PRESENT OUR GIFTS TO THE LORD 

1 Corinthians 16:2 (NIV) On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a 

sum of money in keeping with his income. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

   O Lord, our Heavenly Father, you are wise and powerful, good and gracious. Your mercies 

are new every morning. Each day you open your hand and provide for the needs of your 

children on earth. 

 We praise you for every grace and blessing. 

 Strengthen your Church in all the world. Let your comforting message of salvation in 

Christ Jesus be proclaimed to troubled souls everywhere. 

 Use our ministries and offerings to extend your healing and your hope. 

 We bring you our requests for the various structures of our society. Bless our national, 

state, and local governments. 

 Grant us civil servants who are worthy of honor and respect. 

 Grant prosperity to our businesses and industries. Give employers a sense of fairness 

toward their workers, and employees a feeling of joy and pride in their workmanship. 

 Help us find satisfaction in all work well done. 

 Invigorate the schools of our land. Give success to every effort that helps students read, 

think, and communicate in ways that will promote an informed and responsible citizenry. 

Arouse curious minds to discover the wonders of your created order. 

 Give us teachers and students who pursue excellence. 

 Strengthen the families of our country. Give fathers and mothers a renewed commitment 

to be good parents. Give children and young people the wisdom to regard their parents 

as your representatives. 

 Lead us to love one another as you have loved us. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

 Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you will hear 

and with the faith that you will respond for our welfare. 
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 Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done 

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those  

 who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

The Sacrament 

A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. For anyone 

who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on 

himself. 1Co 11:28-29  (NIV1984) 

 The Lord be with you. 

      Lift up your hearts. 

 

 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
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 It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, 

O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord who 

promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them 

to shepherd his flock till he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth 

and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:  

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat. This is my ✙ 

body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it all of you; 

this is my ✙ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness 

of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 
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DISTRIBUTION   

DISTRIBUTION HYMN  Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared | 312 

1  Lord Jesus Christ, you have prepared This feast for our salvation; 
It is your body and your blood, And at your invitation 

As weary souls, with sin oppressed, We come to you for needed rest, 

For comfort, and for pardon. 
 

2  Although you did to heav’n ascend, Where angel hosts are dwelling, 

And in your presence they behold Your glory, all excelling, 

And though your people shall not see Your glory and your majesty 

Till dawns the judgment morning, 
 

3  Yet, Savior, you are not confined To any habitation, 

But you are present ev’rywhere And with your congregation. 

Firm as a rock this truth shall stand, Unmoved by any daring hand 

Or subtle craft and cunning. 
 

4  We eat this bread and drink this cup, Your precious Word believing 

That your true body and your blood Our lips are here receiving. 

This Word remains forever true, And there is naught you cannot do, 

For you, Lord, are almighty. 
 

5  Though reason cannot understand, Yet faith this truth embraces: 

Your body, Lord, is ev’rywhere At once in many places. 

I leave to you how this can be; Your Word alone suffices me; 

I trust its truth unfailing. 
 

6  Lord, I believe what you have said; Help me when doubts assail me. 

Remember that I am but dust, And let my faith not fail me. 

Your supper in this vale of tears Refreshes me and stills my fears 

And is my priceless treasure. 
 

7  Grant that we worthily receive Your supper, Lord, our Savior, 

And, truly grieving for our sins, May prove by our behavior 

That we are thankful for your grace And day by day may run our race, 

In holiness increasing. 
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8  For your consoling supper, Lord, Be praised throughout all ages! 

Preserve it, for in ev’ry place The world against it rages. 

Grant that this sacrament may be A blessed comfort unto me 

When living and when dying. 

SONG OF SIMEON 

please stand, if able 

  

     O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

 

 

 

 We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We 

pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one 

another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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BLESSING 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 

 

CLOSING HYMN May the Mind of Christ My Savior | 467 

1  May the mind of Christ my Savior Live in me from day to day, 
By his love and pow’r inspiring All I do or say. 

 

2  May the Word of God dwell richly In my heart from hour to hour, 

So that all may see I triumph Only through his pow’r. 

 

3  May the peace of God my Father Rule my life in ev’rything, 

That I may be calm to comfort Sick and sorrowing. 

 

4  May the love of Jesus fill me As the waters fill the sea, 

Him exalting, self abasing—This is victory! 

 

5  May I run the race before me, Strong and brave to face the foe, 

Looking only unto Jesus As I onward go. 

 

6  May his spirit live within me As I seek the lost to win, 

And may they forget the channel, Seeing only him. 

 

 

 

 



17 

 

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Today:  8:00 AM Bible Class, 8:45 AM Worship with Communion 

 

Wednesday: 6:00 PM Catechism Class 

 

Sunday: 8:00 AM Bible Class, 8:45 AM Worship 

 

 

 

 Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/GraceLutheranSeward 
    

Personal assisted listening devices are available. 

 

 

 

 

746 Pinewood Ave., Seward, NE  |  graceseward.org  |  402-641-4685 

 

 

746 Pinewood Ave., Seward, NE  |  graceseward.org  |  402-641-4685 

Given to the Lord:  Attendance:  Bible Class 12, Worship 49, Facebook Live 1, engagements , 

Audio Podcast and YouTube Sermons  .  Offerings:  Home 1,840.93, WELS 55.00, NELHS 

650.00, Trinity 225.00, New Beginnings 260.00, Benevolence 30.12. To God be the glory! 

http://www.facebook.com/GraceLutheranSeward

