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Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church  | Seward, NE 

April 11, 2021 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship the Lord with us today.  Large print hymnals 

and personal assisted listening devices are available on request.  The service can be heard 

throughout the building so that you can participate even if you have to take your child out for 

a while.  Restrooms are in the hall between the chapel and fellowship area.  If you have any 

questions please feel free to ask an usher.  

CONNECTION CARDS: Visitors or members with changes in contact 

information, please fill out a connection card online at www.gracesewar.org 

the member connect tab, or scan this code.  

 

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY 

Worship Materials 

The order of service and the hymns for today are printed for you in this folder and displayed 

on the screen.  They are also in “Christian Worship:  A Lutheran Hymnal” which is in the 

hymnal rack on the back of each pew. Watching the theme and passage on the screen may 

help you prepare for worship.     

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding Minister Pastor Mark A. Haefner 

Pianist Cori Humann

  
 

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION 

The Common Service © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House, reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-713578.  

The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage VersionTM (EHVTM) copyright © 2016 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. 

www.wartburgproject.org. All rights reserved 

Cover and theme illustrations: www.corissanelsonart.com. 

http://www.gracesewar.org/
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THE COMMON SERVICE 

 

OPENING HYMN Welcome, Happy Morning | 163 

1  “Welcome, happy morning!” Age to age shall say; 

“Hell today is vanquished; Heav’n is won today!” 

Lo, the Dead is living, God forevermore! 

Him, their true Creator, All his works adore.  

Refrain: 

“Welcome, happy morning!” Age to age shall say; 

“Hell today is vanquished; Heav’n is won today!” 

 

2  Maker and Redeemer, Life and Health of all,  

God from heav’n beholding Human nature’s fall, 

Of the Father’s Godhead You, the only Son, 

Mankind to deliver Manhood did put on. 

Refrain 

 

3  He, of life the author, Death did undergo, 

Trod the path of darkness, Saving strength to show. 

Come, then, True and Faithful, Now fulfill your word; 

This is your third morning—Rise, O buried Lord! 

Refrain 

 

4  Free the souls long prisoned, Bound with Satan’s chain; 

All that now is fallen Raise to life again. 

Show your face in brightness; Shine in ev’ry land 

As in Eden’s garden When the world began. 

Refrain 

INVOCATION1 

 
1 These words, which Jesus spoke when he instituted Holy Baptism (Matthew 28:19), remind us that we 

approach God as his adopted children. The sign of the cross, which the pastor makes also when 

pronouncing the absolution, is made over people when they are baptized to signify that they have been 

redeemed by Christ, the crucified and risen Lord. 



4 

 

 please stand, if able 

 In the name of the Father and of the ✙ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

  

 

CONFESSION 

 Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our 

Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 

failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 

eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I 

pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 

 

 

 

 

ABSOLUTION 

 God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his  

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of 

the Holy Spirit. 
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      In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 



6 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 The Lord be with you. 

  

 

 

 Let us pray. 

 O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your word of 

peace. Come to us also by Word and sacrament and banish our fears with the 

comforting assurance of your abiding presence; for you live and reign with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

 The Word 
 

FIRST LESSON  Acts 3:12-20 

12When Peter saw this, he addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why are you amazed 

at this? Why are you staring at us, as if by our own power or godliness we have made this 

man walk? 13The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his 

servant Jesus, whom you handed over and disowned in the presence of Pilate, though he 

had decided to release him. 14You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked to 

have a murderer given to you. 15You killed the Authorc of Life, whom God raised from the 

dead. We are witnesses of this. 16And on the basis of faith in his name, it is the name of 

Jesus that has strengthened this man, whom you see and know. This faith that comes 

through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you.  
17“Now brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, just like your leaders. 18But in 

this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through the mouth of all the prophets: that 

his Christ would suffer. 19Therefore repent and return to have your sins wiped out, 20so 

 
c Or Prince 
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that refreshing times may come from the presence of the Lord and that he may send 

Jesus, the Christ appointed for you. (EHV) 

    The Word of the Lord 

     Thanks be to God.  

SECOND LESSON  1 Corinthians 15:12-22 

12Now if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how is it that some 

among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13If there is no resurrection of 

the dead, not even Christ has been raised. 14And if Christ has not been raised, our 

preaching is pointless, and your faith is pointless too. 15Then we are even guilty of giving 

false testimony about God, because we testified about God that he raised Christ, whom 

he did not raise, if it were true that the dead are not raised. 16For if the dead are not 

raised, not even Christ has been raised. 17And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is 

futile; you are still in your sins. 18Then it also follows that those who fell asleep in Christ 

perished. 19If our hope in Christ applies only to this life, we are the most pitiful people of 

all.  
20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have 

fallen asleep. 21For since death came by a man, the resurrection of the dead also is going 

to come by a man. 22For as in Adam they all die, so also in Christ they all will be made 

alive. (EHV) 

    The Word of the Lord 

     Thanks be to God. 

VERSE OF THE DAY   

Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. Blessed are those who 

have not seen and yet have believed. Alleluia. 

 (CW 154 v. 5) 

Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord.  

      Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to his Name. 

Come, let us praise the living God, 

 Joyfully sing to our Savior. 

Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord.  

      Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to his Name. 
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GOSPEL     John 20:19-31 

 please stand, if able 

 The Gospel according to John chapter 20. 

 

 

 

19On the evening of that first day of the week, the disciples were together behind 

locked doors because of their fear of the Jews. Jesus came, stood among them, and said 

to them, “Peace be with you!” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. So 

the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.  
21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you! Just as the Father has sent me, I am 

also sending you.” 22After saying this, he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy 

Spirit. 23Whenever you forgive people’s sins, they are forgiven. Whenever you do not 

forgive them, they are not forgiven.”  
24But Thomas, one of the Twelve, the one called the Twin, was not with them when 

Jesus came. 25So the other disciples kept telling him, “We have seen the Lord!”  

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands, and put my finger into 

the mark of the nails, and put my hand into his side, I will never believe.”  
26After eight days, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Though 

the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them. “Peace be with you,” he said. 
27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and look at my hands. Take your hand 

and put it into my side. Do not continue to doubt, but believe.”  
28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”  
29Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed. Blessed are those 

who have not seen and yet have believed.”  
30Jesus, in the presence of his disciples, did many other miraculous signs that are not 

written in this book. 31But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 

the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.  (EHV) 

  
    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, 

 seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

 and became fully human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

 He suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  

 He ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end.  

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead  

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 be seated 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  O Sons and Daughters of the King | 165 v. 4-8 

4  That night th’ apostles met in fear; 

Among them came their Lord most dear 

And said, “Peace be unto you here.” 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

5  When Thomas afterwards had heard 

That Jesus had fulfilled his word, 

He doubted if it were the Lord.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

6  “Thomas, behold my side,” said he, 

“My hands, my feet, my body see; 

And doubt not, but believe in me.” 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

7  No longer Thomas then denied; 

He saw the feet, the hands, the side; 

“You are my Lord and God,” he cried.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

8  Blessèd are they that have not seen  

And yet whose faith has constant been; 

In life eternal they shall reign.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

SERMON John 20:21-30 

     please stand, if able 

OFFERTORY  
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 be seated 

OFFERING  The offering plate will not be passed – please place your offering in the plate 

located in the entry or make use of our options for online giving. 

1 Corinthians 16:2 (NIV) On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a 

sum of money in keeping with his income. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

    O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you fulfilled your promises by the 

resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, from the dead. 

 Thanks be to God! You give us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 In your compassion you sent Christ, the Good Shepherd, who laid down his life to rescue 

the lost. 

 Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in your glorious triumph. 

 Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make intercession for the saints, and 

grant us confidence in the greatness of his power. Keep before us the vision of your 

redeemed people standing before your throne and singing the song of victory. 

 Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive wisdom and power and honor and 

glory and praise. 

 Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good news of hope and new life to 

those around us. Guide us in the use of all that you have entrusted to us: our time, our 

talents, and our treasures. 
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 Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you. 

 Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and strengthen the faith of the suffering 

and the dying. Assure them of your abiding presence, and comfort them with the hope 

of eternal life. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

 Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

 Gracious Father, you have restored to us the joy of your salvation. With happy hearts, we 

come before you and say: 

 Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done 

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those  

 who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

The Sacrament 

A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. For anyone 

who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on 

himself. 1Co 11:28-29  (NIV1984) 

Children who come forward with their parents will receive a blessing 
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 The Lord be with you. 

 

 

 

 Lift up your hearts. 

 

 

 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

 

 It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, 

O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, and 

we praise you especially for the glorious resurrection of your Son, the true Passover 

Lamb, who by his sacrifice took away the sins of the world and by his resurrection 

restored everlasting life. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 

praise your holy name and join their glorious song:  

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat. This is my ✙ 

body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it all of you; 

this is my ✙ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness 

of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 
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DISTRIBUTION   

DISTRIBUTION HYMN  Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands | 720 
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17 

 

 

SONG OF SIMEON 

please stand, if able 

  

 

     O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
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 We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We 

pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one 

another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

BLESSING 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia | 719 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Today:  8:00 AM Bible Class, 8:45 AM Worship with Communion 

 

Monday - Wednesday: Pastors Conference in Colorado 

 

Thursday: 6:30 PM Online Catechism 

 

Saturday: LWMS Rally in Aurora 

 

Sunday: 8:00 AM Bible Class, 8:45 AM  

 

Operation Friendship: We are joining The Lutheran Military Support Group’s Operation 

Friendship in sending cards to military service members. If you wish to participate please 

pick up a card from Karma. Directions are provided. They need to be returned to Karma by 

April 25. 

 

In our prayers: 

 

 

 Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/GraceLutheranSeward 
    

Personal assisted listening devices are available. 

 

 

 

 

746 Pinewood Ave., Seward, NE  |  graceseward.org  |  402-641-4685 

 

746 Pinewood Ave., Seward, NE  |  graceseward.org  |  402-641-4685 

 

Given to the Lord:  Attendance:  Worship 40, Facebook Live 4, engagements , Audio/Slides 

10.  Offerings:  Home 961.19, WELS 90.00, NELHS 365.00, Trinity 525.00.  To God be the 

glory! 

http://www.facebook.com/GraceLutheranSeward

