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GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH | Seward, NE 

April 1, 2021 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship the Lord with us today.  Large print hymnals 

and personal assisted listening devices are available on request.  The service can be heard 

throughout the building so that you can participate even if you have to take your child out for 

a while.  Restrooms are in the hall between the chapel and fellowship area.  If you have any 

questions please feel free to ask an usher.  
 

CONNECTION CARDS: Visitors or members with changes in contact 

information, please fill out a connection card online at www.gracesewar.org 

the member connect tab, or scan this code.  

 

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY 

Communion 
 

We are celebrating the Lord’s Supper today.  Scripture tells us that we need to examine 

ourselves before we receive the Lord’s Supper so that we do not take it in a harmful manner. 

(1 Cor. 11:27-29)  For help in preparation see page 156 in the front of the hymnal.   
 

Visitors:  Because we do not want you to receive the Lord’s Supper in a harmful manner we 

ask that you do not come forward for the Lord’s Supper today if you are not members of a 

WELS or ELS church.  The pastor will be happy to share with you the Biblical basis for this 

practice.  

 SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Worship Leader Pastor Mark A. Haefner 

Organist Mrs. Karma Ridpath 

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION 

The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage VersionTM (EHVTM) copyright © 2016 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. 

www.wartburgproject.org.  

Divine Service II © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House, Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-713578. 

 

http://www.gracesewar.org/
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DIVINE SERVICE II 

Divine Service II is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church. This order is intended to be used 

when Holy Communion is celebrated. 

OPENING HYMN There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood | 112 

1  There is a fountain filled with blood—Immanuel was slain— 

And sinners who are washed therein Lose ev’ry guilty stain, 

Lose ev’ry guilty stain. 
 

2  The dying thief rejoiced to see That fountain in his day; 

And there have I, as vile as he, Washed all my sins away, 

Washed all my sins away. 
 

3  Dear dying Lamb, your precious blood Shall never lose its pow’r 

Till all the ransomed Church of God Be saved and sin no more, 

Be saved and sin no more. 
 

4  E’er since by faith I saw the stream Your flowing wounds supply, 

Redeeming love has been my theme And shall be till I die, 

And shall be till I die. 
 

5  When this poor lisping, stamm’ring tongue Lies silent in the grave, 

Then in a nobler, sweeter song I’ll sing your pow’r to save, 

I’ll sing your pow’r to save. 

INVOCATION 

 please stand 

 In the name of the Father and of the ✙ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

CONFESSION 

 Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in 

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.  

 Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and 

selfish pride, For sins of habit and sins of choice, For the evil I have done and the 
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good I have failed to do, You should cast me away from your presence forever.  O 

Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

ABSOLUTION1 

 Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us 

alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his 

called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY2  

 In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they 

need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in 

sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 Christ, have mercy. 

 For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as 

we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord.  

 Lord, have mercy. 

 Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

     Amen. 

 

 
1 The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to forgive the 

sins of penitent sinners” [The Small Catechism, First: What is the use of the keys?]. See John 20:21-23. 
2 Kyrie is the Greek word for Lord. The expression “Lord, have mercy” is one of the oldest worship responses 

in the Christian church.) 



5 

GLORY BE TO GOD Tune | 125 

All glory be to God on high! 

Your name, O Lord, we glorify; 

We praise you for your peace and grace, 

Your favor toward our fallen race. 
 

Our grateful thanks to you we bring, 

For your great glory, heav’nly King, 

For all, O Father, you have done 

Through Jesus Christ, your only Son. 
 

O Lamb of God, to you we pray. 

You take all human sin away. 

Have mercy, Lord; receive our prayer;  

From God’s right hand, your mercy share. 

 

You, Christ, are holy—Lord alone; 

The Father’s glory you made known. 

We by your Spirit sing again: 

“All glory be to God!” Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

 Let us pray. 

 Lord Jesus Christ, in the sacrament of Holy Communion you give us your true body and 

blood as a remembrance of your suffering and death on the cross. Grant us so firmly to 

believe your words and promise that we may always partake of this sacrament to our 

eternal good; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

 Amen. 

The Word 

FIRST LESSON  Exodus 12:1-14 
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The LORD told Moses and Aaron this in the land of Egypt: 
2This month is to be the beginning of your calendar. It is to be the first month of the 

year for you. 3Tell the entire Israelite community that on the tenth day of this month, 

they are to take a lamb or a young goat for themselves, according to their fathers’ 

households, one lamb per household. 4But if the household is too small for a whole 

lamb, then that person and his neighbor next door to him must select one, based on the 

number of people. Determine what size lamb is needed according to how much each 

person will eat.  
5Your lamb must be unblemished, a year-old male. You may take it from the sheep 

or the goats. 6You are to keep it until the fourteenth day of this month. Then the whole 

assembly of the Israelite community is to slaughter the lambs at sunset. 7They shall take 

some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses where 

they eat the lamb. 8That night they shall eat the meat that has been roasted over a fire, 

along with unleavened bread. They shall eat it with bitter herbs. 9Do not eat it raw or 

boiled in water, but roasted over a fire—with its head, its legs, and its internal organs. 
10You shall not leave any of it until the morning. Whatever remains until the morning, 

you shall burn in the fire. 11This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your 

belt ready for travel, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. Eat it in 

haste. It is the LORD’s Passover.  
12For on that night I will pass through the land of Egypt. I will strike down every 

firstborn in the land of Egypt, both people and animals. Against all the gods of Egypt I 

will execute judgment. I am the LORD. 13The blood will be a sign for you on the houses 

where you are. When I see the blood, I will pass over you. There will be no plague 

among you to destroy you when I strike down the land of Egypt.  
14This day shall be a memorial for you, and you are to celebrate it as a festival to the 

LORD. Throughout your generations you must celebrate it as a permanent regulation. 

(EHV) 

    The Word of the Lord 

     Thanks be to God.  

PSALM 116 
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SECOND LESSON  1 Corinthians 10:16,17 

16The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a communion of the blood of Christ? 

The bread that we break, is it not a communion of the body of Christ? 17Because there is 

one bread, we, who are many, are one body, for we all partake of the one bread. (EHV) 

    The Word of the Lord 

     Thanks be to God. 

VERSE OF THE DAY  1 Corinthains 4:2 

As often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes.  
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   ♫ Grant that we worthily receive Your supper, Lord, our Savior,           (CW 312) 

And, truly grieving for our sins, May prove by our behavior 

That we are thankful for your grace And day by day may run our race, 

In holiness increasing 

GOSPEL Mark 14:12-26 

 please stand 

 The Gospel according to Mark chapter 14. 

 Glory be to you, O Lord. 

12On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb is 

sacrificed, his disciples asked him, “Where do you want us to go and prepare for you to 

eat the Passover?” 13He sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the city, and 

there a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him. 14Wherever he enters, tell 

the owner of the house that the Teacher says, ‘Where is my guest room, where I may eat 

the Passover with my disciples?’ 15He will show you a large upper room, furnished and 

ready. Make preparations for us there.”  
16His disciples left and went into the city and found things just as he had told them; 

and they prepared the Passover.  
17When it was evening, he arrived with the Twelve.  
18While they were reclining and eating, Jesus said, “Amen I tell you: One of you will 

betray me, one who is eating with me.”  
19They began to be sorrowful and said to him one by one, “Surely not I?”  
20He said to them, “It is one of the Twelve, one who is dipping bread with me in the 

dish. 21Indeed, the Son of Man is going to go just as it has been written about him, but 

woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for 

that man if he had not been born.”  
22While they were eating, Jesus took bread. When he had blessed it, he broke it and 

gave it to them, saying, “Take it. This is my body.”  
23Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them. They all drank from it. 24He 

said to them, “This is my blood of the new testament, which is poured out for many. 
25Amen I tell you: I will certainly not drink again of the fruit of the vine until that day 

when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.” 26After they sang a hymn, they went out to 

the Mount of Olives. (EHV) 

      This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise be to you, O Christ. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY When You Woke that Thursday Morning | 717 
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SERMON John 13:1-5,12-17 

     please stand 

NICENE CREED 

 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, 

 seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

 and became fully human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

 He suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  

 He ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead  

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 be seated 
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OFFERING       

On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his 

income.   1 Corinthians 16:2 (NIV) 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 Lord Jesus, you are the Lamb of God, pictured in the ancient Passover feast, now 

giving your own body and pouring out your own blood in Holy Communion. Just as 

the Passover lambs assured the Israelites of God’s promise to deliver them from 

death,  

 Strengthen our belief that the bread is your real body and the wine is your real 

blood, given to us for our forgiveness, life, and salvation. 

 Prepare us to receive this sacrament remembering your death and repenting of our 

sins. 

 Unite us by our oneness of faith throughout this congregation and our synod, 

and love us to the end that we may love others as you have loved us. 

 We rejoice in our fellow believers who have been instructed in your Word, are ready 

to be confirmed in the Christian faith by publicly confessing their faith in Jesus. 

 Equip them with every spiritual blessing for doing your will, and keep them, 

together with us all, faithful to you even in the face of death or persecution. 

 We pray for those absent from the sacrament because of their own neglect.  

 Call them in your mercy to return and renew their faith. 

 Keep in your care those unable to receive the sacrament often because they are 

homebound, hospitalized, imprisoned, serving in the military, or otherwise separated 

from the fellowship of believers. Encourage them so that they do not lose hope. 

 Be gracious to us all and nourish us with this feast, that we remain faithful unto 

death, and become partakers of the wedding feast of the Lamb. Amen. 
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The Sacrament 

Those who have prepared themselves and who have declared their fellowship with us through membership 

in this or another WELS or ELS congregation are invited to receive the Lord’s Supper. 

 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them up to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is good and right so to do. 

 It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

willingly died under the curse of this world’s sin so that we may live forever in the light 

of God's blessing. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise 

your holy name and join their glorious song: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY          Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 Tune | 105 

O holy, holy, holy 

Lord God of pow’r and might, 

Your glory, earth and heaven 

In countless ways recite. 

Hosanna! Come and save us, 

Lord God of hosts on high, 

And in your grace and mercy 

Receive our fervent cry. 
 

Hosanna in the highest! 

How truly blest is he 

Who in God’s name is coming 

To set his people free! 

He comes to bring salvation 

And with his blood outpoured, 

Deliver us from bondage— 

Hosanna, mighty Lord! 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING Jesus took bread and gave thanks [Matthew 26:26] 

 

    Blessed are you, O Lord, because you have brought us from death to life.  
 

With humble and repentant hearts, we praise and thank you for your Son, Jesus Christ, 
 

who became our substitute under your holy law, 

who destroyed the works of the devil by his perfect obedience to your will, 

who willingly carried a cross to pay the debt of the world’s sin, 

who lives and reigns to give us life. 
 

Through his body and blood, once given and poured out for us, forgive our sins and 

strengthen us for our journey heavenward. Unite us to our crucified and risen Lord, that 

we may believe in him, confess him, call on his name, and finally be delivered from this 

world to the feast of the Lamb, whose kingdom has no end. 
 

    Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done 

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those  

 who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 3 Matthew 26:26-28, 1 Corinthians 11:24,25 

 
3 As he speaks the Words of Institution, the minister both proclaims the words of Jesus to the congregation 

and sets apart the bread and wine for the Lord’s use. The sign of the cross reminds us of Christ's death 
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 Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat. This is my ✙ 

body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it all of you; 

this is my ✙ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness 

of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD CW 397 

 

Just as I am, without one plea But that thy blood was shed for me 

And that thou bidd’st me come to thee, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord | 309 

1  Draw near and take the body of the Lord, 

And drink the holy blood for you outpoured. 

Offered was he for greatest and for least, 

Himself the victim and himself the priest. 

 

2  He that his saints in this world rules and shields 

To all believers life eternal yields, 

With heav’nly bread makes them that hunger whole, 

Gives living waters to the thirsty soul. 

 
3  Come forward, then, with faithful hearts sincere, 

And take the pledges of salvation here. 

Before your altar, Lord, your servants bow; 

In this your feast of love be with us now. 

The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord | 135 

1  The death of Jesus Christ, our Lord, We celebrate with one accord; 

It is our comfort in distress, Our heart’s sweet joy and happiness. 

 

2  He blotted out with his own blood The judgment that against us stood; 

He full atonement for us made, And all our debt he fully paid. 
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3  That this forever true shall be He gives a solemn guarantee; 

In this his holy supper here We taste his love, so sweet, so near. 

 

4  His word proclaims and we believe That in this supper we receive 

His very body, as he said, His very blood for sinners shed. 

 

5  A precious food is this indeed—It never fails us in our need— 

A heav’nly manna for our soul Until we safely reach our goal. 

 

6  Oh, blest is each believing guest Who in this promise finds his rest, 

For Jesus will in love abide With those who do in him confide. 

 

7  The guest that comes with true intent To turn to God and to repent, 

To live for Christ, to die to sin, Will thus a holy life begin. 

 

8  They who his word do not believe This food unworthily receive, 

Salvation here will never find—May we this warning keep in mind! 

 

9  Help us sincerely to believe That we may worthily receive 

Your supper and in you find rest. Amen! They who believe are blest. 

 

SONG OF SIMEON   (Luke 2:29-32) Tune | 445 

 please stand 

 

O Lord, now let your servant 

  Depart in peace, assured: 

 For I have seen your promised 

  incarnate, saving Word— 

 A Light that will enlighten 

  All gloom where Gentiles dwell; 

 The brilliant, crowning glory 

  Of those in Israel! 

 

All glory to the Father, 

  All glory to the Son,  

 All glory to the Spirit, 

  Forever three in one; 

 For as in the beginning, 

  Is now, shall ever be, 
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 God’s triune name resounding 

  Through all eternity. 

 We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have 

given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, 

nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to live as your 

holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding 

supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

 Amen. 

BLESSING 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 

 Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior | 313 v, 7-8 

7  Praise the Father, who from heaven Unto us such food has given 

And, to mend what we have done, Gave into death his only Son. 

 

8  If your heart this truth professes And your mouth your sin confesses, 

Surely you will be his guest And at his banquet ever blest. 
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